Press release issued by the Football Families for Justice.
 
A.  FFJ.
 1. The Football Families for Justice, (the FFJ), is a voluntary organisation which campaigns on behalf of ex-professional footballers killed or dying because of neuro-degenerative diseases incurred in the course of their work. 
 Footballers suffer neuro-degenerative diseases at 4-5x the national average. 
 More specifically they incur;
· Alzheimers/CTE at 5x the national average.
· MND at 4x the national average.
· Parkinsons at 2x the national average. 
  
2. The goal of the FFJ is below;
 We call on the leaders of the football industry to act with urgency in allocating a small proportion of its massive wealth to address the tragedy of dementia and other neuro-degenerative diseases suffered by so many ex-professionals and to meet the requirements of these victims with respect and kindness through best-in-class support, to include care home costs and financial help for their widows, as required.  
 The FFJ is delighted to confirm that it has the support of the ex-professional players and families listed below.
The FFJ is also delighted to confirm that it has the support of the Football Supporters Association, the FSA, in campaigning for this goal.
  
3. The football industry can afford to help the ex-players. It is extremely wealthy. For example;
· Premier League TV rights £10bn.
· Players Foundation/PFA Charity - £50m cash assets.
· PFA Union leader is paid £650k. 
· PFA union receives £26m pa from the PL. This money belongs to the players and is donated by them to the PFA. 
· Replica shirt sales. c £200m pa. 
· Transfer fees. £2.4bn in 2023 summer window.
· Payments to agents in 2022 - £320m. 
  
4. This disaster affects thousands of ex-players. 
There are c55,000 ex-professional footballers. who are c4x or 5x more likely than non-players to develop neuro-degenerative diseases. This prevalence does not affect goalkeepers. The normal rate of dementia is c7% of the population so for football c30% or c16,500 ex-players will incur this fatal disease because of their profession.  That number is growing every day as the PFA has failed to secure a proper regime by which to educate players on the risks from heading and to enforce FA voluntary heading "guidelines" which of themselves are totally cosmetic. 

The industry's existing support for ex-players with NDD’s is totally inadequate, as has been highlighted by the recent failure to provide the help required by Gordon McQueen, Joe Kinnear and Chris Nicholl and hundreds of other ex-players like them.
The existing scheme contrived by the PFA and Premier League is capped at £1m pa and provides no help whatsoever for widows of ex-players killed by NDD’s. 
This new fund is a PR exercise, inadequately funded and deliberately and cynically designed to avoid the expense of long-term care home costs.
The FFJ focuses primarily on helping those players who played before and outside the riches of the Premier League. 
These people are not wealthy. It is scandalous that they generally have to rely on the NHS and social care so that the taxpayer pays for the care provided to the casualties of an industry with such fabulous wealth.
The FFJ has tried to secure support from the PFA, PL, EFL, FA and Players Foundation, the players' charity but they have all refused to provide the help these very vulnerable people require.  
Despite the failings of the PFA (a TUC affiliate) to support its members, the TUC has also refused our pleas to help these union men who have paid their dues.  
  
5. The FFJ will write yet again to the leaders of these industry bodies, with a list of the names of players supporting the FFJ, in the hope that they will at last recognise that this disaster needs to be properly addressed.
The FFJ will also write to the corporate sponsors and associates of these industry bodies as it is certain that they would not want their brands to be associated with such a scandal.  
 The FFJ has also called on the Prime Minister and Government to use its political and regulatory power to force the industry to address this disaster. The FFJ is bitterly disappointed that the Government excludes issues of “player welfare” from the ambit of the Regulator in the new Football Regulation bill. 
The FFJ was again bitterly disappointed to have been informed last week by the DCMS that it was “not appropriate” for the DCMS Minister to meet with the FFJ. We have not yet had a response from the new Sports Minister. The previous incumbent had agreed to meet the FFJ. 
 There is a precedent for what the FFJ demand. The NFL created such a fund when recognising the plight of its ex-players who incurred brain damage arising from their participation in that profession. The football industry here must do the same.  

 B. John Stiles is the co-ordinator of the FFJ and says;
My dad was Nobby Stiles. He was a very proud member of the England 1966 World Cup winning team. He was killed by CTE, chronic traumatic encephalopathy, a form of dementia caused by damage to his brain from repeated heading over the course of his career.
Five of that team from 1966 were killed by NDD's. 
Heading causes these brain injuries. The refusal of the football industry to accept this, despite the overwhelming evidence of experts such as Professor Willie Stewart, and provide the help these players and widows deserve is an insult to the memory of the players who have been killed in our national game.   
The scale of this disaster makes it a national scandal.  
The FFJ has to campaign as the PFA has so disastrously failed to protect its members.
 The football industry is cash rich but morally bankrupt.
It has cynically adopted the “big-tobacco” playbook in denying and delaying so that victims die before they can get the help they need and deserve.

 I hope that the leaders of the industry and the Government finally recognise from the names in our petition that action must be taken to address this disaster.
These players and their families deserve respect, not contempt. 
The football industry will be recognised as another Post Office type national scandal if it and the government continue to fail these vulnerable men and their widows.
This list of names provides just some indication of the bitter disappointment in this community of ex-players at the failure of the industry to do what is right and fair and can be afforded by an industry awash with cash.
I am proud that all these ex-players and families have agreed to support the FFJ in its attempts to address this injustice.
Like so many in this community I am wearied by the patent injustice of this national scandal over so many years but I am hugely encouraged by the support of all these ex-players and their families.
I am grateful to them. The FFJ will keep fighting for justice.

The names of the ex-players and families supporting the FFJ's campaign;
Alan Birchenall
Alan Gilliver and family 
Alan Paris
Alex Stepney 
Andy Blair 
Andy Legg
Andy Ritchie
Andy Townsend 
Billy Rodaway 
Bob Worthington
Sir Bobby Charlton’s family 
Brandon Ormsby and family 
Carlton Palmer
Charlie Palmer
Chris Hudson
Chris Morgan 
Chris Short
Chris Sutton 
Chris Wilder 
Chris Withe
Colin Waldron 
Craig Short 
Darren Sheridan 
Dave Cusack
Dave Norton
David Hamilton
David Harbottle
David May 
David McVay
David Speedie 
Dean Saunders 
Dean Windass
Dean Yates
Devon White
Dick Edwards
Don Goodman
Don Masson
Eddie Gray
Emile Heskey 
Frank Casper 
Garry Birtles 
Gary Cliffe
Gary Hamson
Gary Jones
Gary Lineker 
Gary Lund
Gary Martindale
Gary McAllister 
Gary Pallister
Gary Shaw 
 Sir Geoff Hurst
Geoff Nulty 
Glynn Snodin 
Graeme Lee
Graeme Souness 
Graham Kavanagh
Guy Branton
Howard Wilkinson
Iain McCullough
Ian Baird 
Ian Barraclough
Ian Marshall
Ian McPartland
Ian Snodin 
Iwan Roberts
Jim Beglin 
Jim Thompson 
Joey Barton 
John Aldridge 
John Barnwell
John Beresford
John Brechin 
John Buckley
John Coyne
John Dungworth
John Giles
John Hartson 
John Lukic
John Mclelland 
John McNamee
John Pearson 
John Rudge
John Sheridan
John Smith
Jon Nixon
Jon Parkin
Kevin Gallen
Kevin Ratcliffe 
Kevin Summerfield
Lee Duxbury
Lee McCullough
Lee Power
Lee Sharpe
Les Bradd
Liam Brady 
Lou Macari 
Mark Aizlewood
Mark Atkins 
Mark Barnard 
Mark Crossley 
Mark Draper
Mark Lawrenson
Martin Dobson 
Matt Le Tissier
Mel Sterland
Michael Johnson
Michael Wilson
Mickey Ambrose
Mickey Thomas 
Mike Edwards
Mike Leng
Mike Lyons 
Mike Newell
Neil Aspin 
Neil Cox 
Neil Redfearn 
Neil Ruddock 
Niall Quinn
Nigel Jemson
Noel Blake 
Norman Whiteside
Paddy Kenny
Paul Davis
Paul Devlin
Paul Fletcher 
Paul Garner
Paul Jewell
Paul Merson
Paul Reaney
Paul Walsh
Paul Walsh 
Perry Groves
Peter Reid 
Peter Swan
Rian Horseman
Richard Dryden
Roger Eli
Ronnie Goodlass
Ronnie Whelan
Shaun Derry
Simon Grayson
Stan Ternent 
Steve Cherry
Steve Daley 
Steve Gaughan
Steve Howie 
Steve Mcvann
Stuart McCall 
Stuart Pearson 
Terry Conroy 
Terry Curran
Tommy Johnson
Tommy Spencer
Tony Cascarino 
Tony Currie 
Tony Gale 
Tony Parkes and family 
Tony Scully
Tony Woodcock 
Trevor Womble
Viv Anderson 


​
 
 
 
 

